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Graduate Student Conference—May 9, 2014

Reputations in History


Call for Papers: application deadline  January 13

Reputations are a ubiquitous theme in history. From recent worries about cyber gossip to the slander of minority groups and the challenges of regulating speech in in both ancient and modern public spheres, the theme of reputations speak to many historical eras, contexts, and concerns. Through its many examples, the history of reputations promises to create new and unexpected dialogue. This conference seeks to inspire cross-disciplinary discussions of shared interests by considering the transcendent theme of reputations. Keynote speaker Jennifer Cole (University of Chicago) and guest commentator Carolyn Podruchny (University of York) will join other faculty commentators and graduate student presenters for a dynamic conversation.

We welcome papers that treat reputations broadly and define (or re-define) their roles in history. Submissions might address, but are not limited to, some of the following questions:

· When, how, and why do reputations matter in particular societies?
· How do societies define, debate, and navigate good, bad, and dangerous reputations?
· How do reputations circulate through personal or public networks? How do collective memory, public visibility, or social performance contribute to these processes?
· How does the study of reputations bring together typically separate avenues of historical inquiry?
· What can less conventional sources offer to these questions? (Among many possibilities, papers might consider analysis of memoirs, genealogies, artwork, memorials, songs, or oral histories).

If interested, please send a short (400 word maximum) paper abstract and CV to CCHS Grad Fellow, Andrea Felber Seligman (AndreaSeligman2012@u.northwestern.edu) by Monday,  January 13, 2014. A committee of history faculty members will then select conference panelists. Participants will need to submit their final papers by or before Monday, April 21, 2014. Please be in touch with Andrea Felber Seligman with any questions.
